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Good afternoon everyone and welcome! We’re so glad you’re here to
share this special moment with The Firelands Symphony Orchestra
and Chorale. Your presence means so much to us. Whether you’ve
been with us all season or this is your first concert, thank you for being
part of our musical community and for supporting the arts in such a
meaningful way.

Tickets are on sale now for our annual May fundraiser, A Star Spangled Evening, being held on
Thursday, May 14  at The WinErie in Sandusky. Go to www.firelandssymphony.com for more
information.

th

In just a couple of short weeks, we will be making our way to Carnegie Hall in New York City to
perform Fauré’s Requiem. This performance will be on Sunday, June 21  and tickets are available
at the Carnegie Hall box office.

st

It’s hard to believe this is the final concert of our season, and what a journey it’s been. Your
enthusiasm, encouragement, and support have made every performance more rewarding for our
musicians and singers. We’re truly grateful to have you with us tonight as we celebrate the close of
this season together and we hope you’ll join us again for more music in the seasons to come. 

                                                                                         Enjoy the concert!

Ron Brooker, FSO Executive Director

WELCOMEWELCOMEWELCOME

SPECIAL THANKSSPECIAL THANKSSPECIAL THANKS
Pastor Pamela Sayre & Huron United Methodist Church

Ernsthausen Performing Arts Center
Robyn Rogers & Norwalk High Theatre Department

Samantha Davis & Norwalk High Choral Department
Doug Klein, Firelands Photography

Volunteers from the FSO Board of Directors
Volunteer ushers from Sandusky State Theatre

http://www.firelandssymphony.com/
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https://www.magruderhospital.com/
https://www.magruderhospital.com/


The magic of a Broadway musical lies in its unique ability to take
amazing storytelling with melody, harmonies, movement, and
create amazing transcendent experiences. No other form of
entertainment, at least that I know of, touches an audience like a
theatrical production. There is a captivating energy that happens
when the theatre lights dim, the stage becomes bright, the first
notes of the overture build, and a journey between the performers 

and the audience begins. Whether it be the clever lyrics of an emotional solo ballad or the
energetic surge of a full-cast production number, musicals capture the human experience
with an intensity that transforms the stage into a space where spectacle meets intimacy,
leaving audiences with tunes that linger in their minds for years and a renewed sense of
wonderment and ideals are held in hearts and minds long after the final curtain.

For over 100 years Broadway has become a beacon in leading entertainment. So many of
the shows created for the stage have grown beyond to become hits on the silver screen,
featured concert numbers, beloved recordings by various artists, and so on. From the
entrance of Jazz and Tin Pan Alley at the turn of the 20th Century, to the blend of Hip Hop
and Pop music in the 21st Century, the Broadway musical has always been at the forefront
of the then and now, the past meeting the present, and the dream of starting here and
flying into the future. While we could do an entire week of concerts celebrating all the
various aspects of musical theatre, we have paired it down to just a quick glimpse of the
music that has brought us joy, sadness, humor, intrigue, hope, and love throughout the
years.

Through the Symphony Chorale and Chamber Orchestra, our host William Barrett, and
some very special guests, we find that with a little storytelling, a whole lot of creativity, and
some pure imagination, anything can happen on the golden stage!

Thank you for joining us and we hope you enjoy the show!

Michael Shirtz, Chorale Director and Conductor

PODIUM NOTESPODIUM NOTESPODIUM NOTES



https://www.fairpublishing.com/


Michael Shirtz is a performer, educator, composer,
and conductor, recognized for his versatility in jazz,
contemporary, and classical music genres. He is an
affiliated artist with the Prima Music Foundation
NY, The Musical Theatre Project, and leads the
Michael Shirtz Quartet. As a music director and
producer, Shirtz has collaborated with such artists
asas Melissa Manchester, Elizabeth von Trapp, Evelyn Wright, Ellen Winters, and

long-time association with Maureen McGovern. His album Blue Skies, along
with other original works, is available through Shirtz Music and online
platforms. 

Shirtz’s conducting and composing credits span festival choruses, musical
theatre productions, masterworks, commercial projects, and pops concerts,
including his extended works such as Gift of Generation, The Solemn
Blessings, and To Rise Above: The Journey of a Tuskegee Airman. He has held
faculty positions at Capital University, American Music Academy, Terra State
Community College, Heidelberg University, and director-in-residence at
Pellissippi State College-Knoxville. He currently serves on the voice faculty at
The Ohio State University School of Music. His leadership experience
included roles as Associate Director for Tri-C JazzFest & Performing Arts
Series at Playhouse Square and Associate Producer for the Jazz Network.
Shirtz is the conductor of The Symphony Chorale with the Firelands
Symphony Orchestra and serves as music director at Lakeside Chautauqua. 

An advocate for mental health awareness and creative innovation, Shirtz is a
member of ASCAP, African American Jazz Caucus, American Choral
Directors Association, Jazz Education Network, National Association of
Teachers of Singing, and partner with S&S Strategies. He holds degrees in
jazz studies and conducting from Capital University Conservatory of Music
and California State University, Los Angeles.

MICHAEL SHIRTZMICHAEL SHIRTZMICHAEL SHIRTZ
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CONCERT PROGRAMCONCERT PROGRAMCONCERT PROGRAM

Pure Imagination from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory…………...………Bricusse & Newly
                      William Barrett, soloist & host                                                                     

Broadway Blast!...............................................................................................arr. Kirby Shaw
           Broadway Blast
           Lullaby of Broadway from 42  Streetnd

           42  Street from 42  Streetnd nd

           If My Friends Could See Me Now from Sweet Charity
                      Terri Wilhelm, soloist
           Everything’s Coming Up Roses from Gypsy

Richard Rodgers in Concert……………………….…….Rodgers & Hammerstein / arr. Mac Huff
           The Sound of Music from The Sound of Music
           The Surrey with the Fringe on Top from Oklahoma
           I Whistle a Happy Tune from The King and I  
           Do-Re-Mi from The Sound of Music
                       Cindy Mira, soloist
           There Is Nothing Like a Dame from South Pacific
           June Is Bustin’ Out All Over from Carousel
           Oklahoma from Oklahoma

Hit Me with a Hot Note (from Sophisticated Ladies)…...........Duke Ellington & Don Geroge
 / arr. Mac Huff

                      Michael Shirtz, soloist
 

West Side Story Choral Suite…....Leonard Bernstein & Stephen Sondheim / arr. Mac Huff  
           Tonight
                      Tina Showalter & Curtis Brown, soloists
           I Feel Pretty
           Cool
           Somewhere
                       Carol Philips, soloist

A Sondheim Celebration………………………………………..…Stephen Sondheim / arr. Mac Huff
           Comedy Tonight from A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum
                       Carrie Jo Wahl & Rick Noderer, soloists
           Into the Woods from Into the Woods
                       Ron Blake & Kelly Wonder, soloists
           Not While I’m Around from Sweeney Todd
                       Katy Kohman, soloist
           Send in the Clowns from A Little Night Music

You’ll Never Walk Alone with Climb Every Mountain....................Rodgers & Hammerstein
 / arr. Mark Hayes

Anything Can Happen | April 19, 2026

Students from Norwalk High School Choral & Theatre Departments | William Barrett, host
Firelands Symphony Chorale & Chamber Orchestra | Michael Shirtz, Director & Conductor



CONCERT PROGRAMCONCERT PROGRAMCONCERT PROGRAM

Mary Poppins: The Musical………..….Sherman & Sherman, Stiles & Drewe / arr. Mac Huff    
           Chim Chim Cher-ee
                       Declan Hanna (Bert)
           A Spoonful of Sugar
           Practically Perfect
                       Abby Upton (Mary Poppins), Anna Copsey (Jane), Benjamin Rockwell (Michael)
           Feed the Birds
                       Arlene Strohl, soloist
           Step in Time
           Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious

All Good Gifts (from Godspell)………………………………………..Stephen Schwartz / arr. Leavitt
                       Gary Jones, soloist

Wicked…………………………………………………….……..…..Stephen Schwartz / arr. Mark Brymer
           No One Mourns the Wicked
           For Good
           Defying Gravity

Les Misérables………………......………Schönberg, Boublil, Natel, & Kretzmer / arr. Ed Lojeski
           At the End of the Day
           I Dreamed A Dream
                      Cyndi Hineline, soloist
           Do You Hear the People Sing
                      Warren Brown & Nathan Loudenslager, soloists
           On My Own
                     Hannah Mathias, soloist
           Finale

Hamilton………………………………………………...………..Lin-Manuel Miranda / arr. Lisa DeSpain
           Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story
           Alexander Hamilton
           You’ll Be Back
           The Room Where It Happens
           My Shot
                      Curtis Brown, soloist
           
Mary Poppins: The Musical………..….Sherman & Sherman, Stiles & Drewe / arr. Mac Huff 
           Anything Can Happen

Anything Can Happen | April 19, 2026

Students from Norwalk High School Choral & Theatre Departments | William Barrett, host
Firelands Symphony Chorale & Chamber Orchestra | Michael Shirtz, Director & Conductor

~ INTERMISSION ~
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CHORALE VOCALISTSCHORALE VOCALISTSCHORALE VOCALISTS
Michael Shirtz, Chorale Director & Conductor | Wendy Brown, Accompanist

SOPRANO
Karen Bacni

Mindy Bahnsen
Connie Carnicom

Melissa Cullen
Samantha Davis

Betsy Dupler
Fiona Floyd
Mary Foland

Marilyn Forster
Susan Fritz

Bev Hart
Cyndi Hineline

Megan Kaufman
Katy Kohman

Lindsey Lemons
Cynthia Mira
Jo Pankow

Carol Phillips
Tina Showalter
Arlene Strohl
Kelly Wonder
Angela Young

ALTO
Deb Agee

Cathy Belfiore
Kathy Below

Pam Benedict
Deborah Billow

Karen Demangos
Linda Dickman
Karen Gerold
Alyna Hinsch
Judy Hoffman

Sari Kelley
Sandra Kimmel
Cynthia Klein
Brenda Knipp
Deb Lovins

Hannah Mathias
Beverly Mendoza
Deborah Randall

Yvette Rash
Fonda Robinson

Heidi Sarvis-Sapp
Candace Seaman

Mary Trout
Carrie Jo Wahl
Terri Wilhelm

TENOR
Ron Brooker
Curtis Brown

LouAnn Cebull
Carol Fleming

Gary Jones
Sandy Kilko

Larry McCormack
Robin Mygrant
Jim Obergfell
Pamela Sayre

William Shannon
Tom Thorbahn

Marianne Weaver

BASS
Ron Blake

Mark Bogen
Warren Brown

Jeff Cook
Brian Dickman

Joey Fox
Ellen Hanck

Jack Hubbard
Dave Kocsis

Nathan Loudenslager
Rick Noderer

Fritz Shepperd
Ed Verlie

William Barrett (host) is a hard working, well-known person that keeps
achieving his goals, from the stage to the streets and back. A few of
his achievements include starring in shows such as Into the Woods, Art,
Voices of Freedom, among others, and recently serving as the narrator
for productions of "To Rise Above: A Story of A Tuskegee Airman,"
about pilot Col. Harold Brown, as well as narrating the Chorale's
Thanksgiving Concerts. In addition to the arts, Barrett has served as an
assistant track coach and head cross country coach, running half and
full marathons, including the famed NYC, and being an example for his
loyalty and commitment as his greatest attributes.



CIVISTA WM

TO APPLYTO APPLY

MUSIC INSTRUCTORSMUSIC INSTRUCTORS
NOW HIRING

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR RESUME AND REFERENCES TO
 SCHOOL@FIRELANDSSYMPHONY.COM 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR
INSTRUCTORS FOR ALL

INSTRUMENTS,  BUT ESPECIALLY:
PIANO, VOICE, OR SAXOPHONE

https://www.gpcaac.org/
https://hermansfurniture.com/
https://www.morganrealtygroup.com/
mailto:school@firelandssymphony.com


CHAMBER ORCHESTRACHAMBER ORCHESTRACHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Michael Shirtz, Chorale Director & Conductor | Wendy Brown, Accompanist

FLUTE
Elizabeth Studer

CLARINET
Rebecca Bain

SAXOPHONE
Jesse Martin

HORN
Van Parker

TRUMPET
Tyrone Williamson

Larry Herman

TROMBONE
Alex Karstedt

BASS
Kathleen Sigsworth

PERCUSSION
Liam Smith

GUITAR
Don Haught

PIANO
Wendy Brown

https://securesight.co/


https://www.acorthodontics.org/
https://www.sanduskymassotherapy.com/
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Maestro ($2,500+)
Linda Armstrong
Laurence and Karen Bettcher
David and Jacquelyn Clark
Charitable Foundation
Crown Battery
Jim and Jane Delahunt
Larry and Jamie Fletcher
The Goff Family
- In memory of Donal Goff
Michael Heydinger - In memory of
Dolores Heydinger
Korobkin Hospitality Group
Laurie Korobkin
Larry and April McCormack - In
memory of Shirley Morgenstern-
Topilow
Geoffrey and Nike Mendanhall - in
memory of Shirley Morgenstern
Louise E. Murray
Bill and Alice Springer
Rhonda Thorson
Melissa Viviano
Ann Voight
Don and Chrissy Wostmann
Charitable Fund
Craig and Cindy Wysocki

Symphony ($1,000-$2,499)
Erik and Amy Anderson
Bob and Sharon Barnes
Dennis Bird
G. Bossart / J. Dean
David and Jacquelyn Clark
Marianne Coburn and Randall E.
Harris
Daryl and Joyce Deering
Debra J. Faber-Cailor and Robert
Cailor Charitable Fund

The Fair Publishing House
Firelands Health

Forte Music
Alan and Karen Goldenbogen
Jerry and Shannon Guerra
Margaret Guerra
Ron and Tracy Guerra
Edmond Hoty
- In loving memory. May the music
play on forever!
Margaret Kahler
Daniel and Laura Keller
Catherine Kirby
Carl and Paula Palmucci

Ed and Hallie Pettegrew - In
memory of Sue Hanley
Kim and Liz Skrinak
Bob and Tracy Stadler
Jim and Lata Stefano
Donald and Miriam Tommas
Carl Topilow
Rhonda Watt - in honor of Rick
Noderer

Concerto ($500-$999)
Karen Abbott

Baumann Auto Group
Bay Pediatric Dentistry
Richard and Jori Bloom Naegele
Breckenridge Kitchen Equipment &
Design
Raymond and Marjorie Chapin
Civista Bank
RJ Collingwood
- in memory of Barbara
Collingwood
Ronald and Carolyn Cull
Carole Dreffer - in memory of
Suzanne Hanley
Bud Ennis
John and Lisa Felter
Tom and Marilyn Forster
Ryan and Amanda Garman
Pam Gartin
Carl Hanson - in memory of Lucille
Hanson
Pam Holzaepfel
Ted and Carol Homberger
Eric and Jody Mast
Donna and Yogi Nagel
Jim and Cathy Platte

SecureSight
Jamie and George Steinemann - In
memory of Shirley Morgenstern
Carol Steuk - in memory of Shirley
Morgenstern & Suzanne Hanley
Martin and Sandra Stites
Gary and Shari Strausbaugh
Kevin and Denise Trares

True Alpha Wealth
Management

Overture ($250-$499)
James and Jacquie Batchelder
Nella Biller
Ron Blake
Marsha S. Bordner
Elisabeth Brand
Joe and Phyllis Bransky
Joanne Braun
Marcia Braun
Rick Bressler - in memory of Val
Bressler
Ruth Brink
Doug and Karen Brown
Mike and Ann Bur
Jason and Darlene Crooks
Emporium West Market
Terry and Judith Graham - in honor
of Ron Brooker
Richard Guendelsberger
Nanette Gus - in honor of BettyAnn
& Herbert Guss
James and Mary Ellen Hart
Peg Kingsley - in honor of Ann
Voight
Larry and Loretta Koepp
Mac Lehrer
Leslie Murray Law
Peter and Holly McGory - in
memory of Jane Greer Krause
Duke and Diane McNutt
Daryl & Jenifer Meyer
Chris and Cheryl Petersen
Joel Rudinger and Susan Pocotte
Rev. Pamela Sayre - In honor of the
FSO Chorale Staff
Dawn Schlessman - In memory of
Larry Schlessman & David Voight
Sr.
Russell and Barbara Simpson
Lois and Jan TerVeen
Alex and Bonnie Thomas
Read and Lynda Wakefield
Helen Wheeler
John and Sally Wheeler
Arthur and Carol Wolfe - in memory
of Susanne Hanley
Michelle Young - in memory of Dad
Young
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Interlude ($150-$249)
Mary C. Baker and Janet Albert
Lauretta Bain - In honor of Rebecca
Bain
Mary A. Bauer
Keb and Barb Bell
Doug and Karen Brown
Paul and Alea Dahnke
Susan Daniel
Susan Daniel
James and Diane Dudenhoefer
Jerold and Ruth Earl
Nick and Kelley Georgiafandis
Kacie Geretz
Carol Howell
John Hufnagle
Timothy Kiedrowski
Gayle Klaber - In memory of Emma
and Reynold Morgan
Mike and Wanda Lyons
Zachary and Katelyn Meyers
Karen Mork - in memory of Jeffery
Mork
Chris and Marsha Mruk
David and Nancy Opper
Edwin Pawlowski - In memory of
Cheryl Pawlowski
Chuck and Carolyn Rainger
Marty Sawicki
John and Lori Schlessman
Debbie Seaman
Richard and Margaret Shelly - in
memory of Nelda Madama-Shelly
James and Judy Smith
Robert and Martha Speers
Tad and Martha Swan
Brian and Judy Tann
Sharon & Dennis Velliquette
Grant and Elizabeth Walls
Scott and Peg Whitehurst
Chad Wicker
Allison Will

Sonata (up to $149)
Aha! Creative
James A. Andrews
Karen Arena
Gary and Susan Armstrong
Merle and Joanne Arndt
Brendan and Erin Astley - in honor
of Adam Murray
Lynda Atkinson
James Austermiller

Thomas Baskin
Dan and Mary Bauer
Melinda Beatty
Lori Billis
Ann Bingham - in memory of Sue
Hanley
Ron and Teresa Brooker
Randy and Pat Brown
George and JoAnn Bryan - in honor
of Jody Chaffee
Linda Carino - In memory of Jon
Ditz
Richard Celek
Gerald Ceranowski
Jean Chaffee - in memory of Ben
Chaffee
Ted Clark
Sue Cloak - In memory of Margaret
Suarez
Donald Cope - in memory of Lonna
Cope
Judith Corso - In memory of Jimm
Corso
Jean Cramer-Bos
Jeff and Holly Cronau
Bob and Judy Daniels
Evelyn Dennis
Janet Dillion
Richard and Saundra Dolbeer
Robert and Sandra Dunkle
Brian Duttera
Ned Faust
Candy Fischer
Mary Foland
Maria Fry
Laura Georgia
Jann Graham Glann
Phil and Barb Gravengaard
Gery and Debbie Gross
Gary Guendelsberger
Marlene Gulas
Henry Haditsch
Rebecca Harlan
Jim and Stacey Hartley
Patricia Hastings
Lisa Hedrick
Chad Hepp
David and Sharon Herzer

Sara Hill
Larry Hummel
Mary Beth Jaeger
Rick and Gayle Jeffrey
Tina Junk-Hettmansperger
Susan Kasten
- In memory of Jon Ditz
Michael Keith
Sari Kelley
Connie K. Kendrick
Kay Kersey
Donald Klausing
David and Cheryl Kriska - in honor
of Amanda Bekeny
Christine Kromer
Kenneth R Landon
Gail Legg - Judy Henry
Jeff and Glenda Lindquist
Ben and Bonnie Lindsley
Sue Lindsley
James and Phyllis Lipp
Linda Litz - in memory of Rod Litz
Dean and Jane Lucal
Lanee Lucarelli
William and Lee Marsh
David and Joan Mayo
Al and Katy Mazzeo
Barbara McDaniel
Sue McFee
Ann & Carl McGookey
Nancy McKeen
Nancy Melching
Dru and Tahnee Meredith
Greg Meyers
Duff and Gina Milkie
Helen Milkie - in memory of Gene
Milkie
Rebecca Montague
Ann Murray
Colleen Shay Murray
Jim and Lois Myers
Mike and Judi Nath
Keith and Louise Newton
Ohio Veterans Home
Thomas and Diane Orihel
John and Marilyn Parker
Patty D. Pascoe
Lisa Payerchin

MM
UU
SS
II
CC
AA
LL

LL
EE
GG
AA
CC
YY

SS
OO
CC
II
EE
TT
YY

M
U
S
I
C
A
L

L
E
G
A
C
Y

S
O
C
I
E
T
Y

https://aha-creative.com/


Sonata, contd.
S. Baird Pfahl
Dorothy Pickering
Johanna Cundari Powers - in
memory of Jim Powers
Michael and Sarah Prout
Deborah and Kelly Randall
Bob and Michelle Reardon
David and Paula Rengel
Gloria Rhyner
Ned and Gail Riedy
Ronald and Karen Rude
Jean Schultz
Cheryl Schwieterman and Fred Ray
Jean Schultz
Tiffany Sekeres
John F. Shelley
Nedra Shelly - in memory of Nelda
Madama-Shelly
Michael and Pamela Shirtz
Max and Bonnie Shoff
Scott Shumaker
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THE MUSIC PLAYSbecause of You.

Make a gift online at:
FirelandsSymphony.com/Support

The Firelands Symphony Orchestra is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.Your gift may be tax-deductible. 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS!

Elaine Shuman
Mark and Jen Skeldon
J Roger Skelley Watts
- in honor of Ron Brooker
Lynda Slack - in honor of Bob and
Deb Cailor
Dave and Dee Slosser
Shamus and Julie Spitzley
Eileen Stanic
Reta Stark
Shirley Stary and William
Rodwancy
Tessa Steinemann-Drouhard
David and Patsy Subcasky
Robert and Donna Swackhamer
Jerry and JoAnn Taylor - In
memory of family members
James and Barbara Thom
Elaine Tomczyk
Ronald and Marilyn Toplitz

Mary Trout
Jim and Sharon Turini-Kent
James and Andree Underwood
Sue Vanbarg - in memory of Earl
VanBarg
Ed and Cassidy Verlie
Jean E. Wieber
David and Cathy Wobser
Gary and Christine Wolf - in
memory of Suzanne and Peter
Hanley
Nancy Wolter - in memory of Jon
Ditz
Gene and Sandy Wright
Beth Wurgess
Lisa Yako, Russell Real Estate
Services
Christine Yochem
Lamar and Phyllis Zieber
DeEtte Zimmerman

https://www.firelandssymphony.com/SUPPORT/
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/SUPPORT/
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?donation=flso


https://lindaarmstrong.quality-realty.com/
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https://www.lightwaveentertainment.com/
https://www.greatlakesaudiovisual.com/


Lisa Felter....................................................................................................................................President
Stacey Hartley....................................................................................................................Vice President
Elisabeth Brand...........................................................................................................................Secretary
Brian Shifflet...................................................................................................Musician’s Representative

Dr. Marcia Braun...........................................................................................................................Director
Charlie Doyle..................................................................................................................................Director
Larry Fletcher.................................................................................................................................Director
Ryan J. Garman.............................................................................................................................Director
Kacie Geretz..................................................................................................................................Director
Alan Griffiths..................................................................................................................................Director
Laurie Korobkin.............................................................................................................................Director
Dr. Larry McCormack...................................................................................................................Director
Nike Mendenhall...........................................................................................................................Director
Zachary Meyers............................................................................................................................Director
Carrie Sanchez Kramer.................................................................................................................Director
Alice Springer.................................................................................................................................Director
Dr. Lata Stefano.............................................................................................................................Director
Thomas Tucker.............................................................................................................................Director

Carl Topilow.................................................................................................Music Director & Conductor
Dean Buck...............................................................................................................Assistant  Conductor
Michael Shirtz..................................................................................................................Chorale Director
Ron Brooker..................................................................................................................Executive Director
Mindi Bishop.........................................................................................................Director of Operations
Jody Chaffee..............................................................................................Education-Outreach Director,

Personnel Manager & Librarian
Brandon Wurgess.......................................................................................................Marketing Director
Tracy Enderle..........................................................................................................................Bookkeeper
Jacob Campbell......................................................................................Education-Outreach Instructor

BOARD OF DIRECTORSBOARD OF DIRECTORSBOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFFSTAFFSTAFF
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