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‘,eﬂ ' MICHAEL SHIRTZ

CHORALE DIRECTOR + CONDUCTOR

Michael Shirtz is known for his versatility with jazz, contemporary, and
traditional music audiences: conducting, producing and performing
nationally with numerous organizations, theater, festivals, and concert
productions. Shirtz remains an active vocal coach and music director
for educational, repertory theatre, collegiate, and pops music
productions; currently serving as music director/producer for Maureen McGovern.

Credited as a “songsmith,” his shows As /'ve Leamed It and An American Songbook Story honor
jazz legends and repertoire through multimedia performances with his group, the Michael
Shirtz Quartet. Shirtz released his album and inspirational-based show, Blue Skies in 2018. and
has written music for choirs, orchestras, jazz bands, and theater available through SMP.

Shirtz has served on the faculty of Capital University, American Music Academy, Pellissippi
State College-Knoxville, and Terra State Community College where he also served as dean of
business, arts, and communications. Shirtz has received Ohio's Excellence in Education and
Chamber of Commerce Distinguished Service awards for developing curriculum and programs
that provided experiential leaming that impacted regional communities through the arts and
established internship and training programs for students with professional theatres and
concert venues.

Currently, Shirtz serves as associate director/project manager of the TriC JazzFest &
Performing Arts Series, teaches on faculty with the Heidelberg University School of Music &
Theatre, conductor of the Firelands Symphony Chorale, and remains an active vocal coach and
clinician. Shirtz received a Bachelor of Music in Jazz Studies from Capital University and
Master of Music in Conducting from California State University, Los Angeles. Shirt is a member
of ASCAP, African American Jazz Caucus, American Choral Directors Association, and an
advocate for mental health awareness. Shirtz is a Prima Music Foundation artist and
conductor.
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The great producer and developer of commercial music, Quincy
Jones, once said, “l only hope that one day, America will recognize
what the rest of the world already has known, that our indigenous
music - gospel, blues, jazz and R&B - is the heart and soul of all
popular music; and that we cannot afford to let this legacy slip into
obscurity, I'm telling you.”

This afternoon’s concert does just that..honoring the heart and soul
of popular music by celebrating the artistry and rhythm that came
from the sounds of the big bands through records and radio, to the
tunes and tributes of the Broadway stage and silver screen. From
joyous swing numbers to emotional ballads and beyond, we take a
special walk down memory lane highlighting the writers, composers,
and great singers who brought this music off the page and into our
hearts.

We are honored to have with us graduating theatre students from
Heidelberg University, Elayna Brock and Kamryn Mohney, members
from the vocal ensemble Treble, and helping tell the story, we are
joined once again with our friend, actor William Barrett.

We hope you sit back, relax, tap your toes, and maybe even sing
along to our great legacy, artistry, and rhythm.

Michael Shirtz, Chorale Director and Conductor



OUVEST ARTISTS

Elayna Brock, vocalist is a senior musical theater major at
Heidelberg University. Since a young age she has always been
interested in the arts, performing at small theaters in her hometown
of Indianapolis, Indiana. Her acting, singing, and dancing talents
have paved the way for some exciting roles on her resume, such as
Roxie Hart in Chicago and Annie Wilkes in Misery, both performed at
Heidelberg. Being on stage isn't her only passion. In her free time,
she enjoys reading books, writing short stories and poems, and
playing the bass guitar.

Kamryn Mohney, vocalist is a senior theatre major with a musical
concentration and a business administration minor at Heidelberg
University. She is hoping to pursue her Masters in Business
Administration through Heidelberg University in August of 2024.
Kamryn's favorite role she has played is Velma Kelly in Chicago.
Once graduated, Kamryn plans to move to New York City and
achieve her goals on stage.

William Barrett, narrator is a hardworking, well-known person that
keeps achieving his goals, from the stage to the streets and back. A
few of his achievements were narrating for the Thanksgiving
chorale concerts and the story of the Late Dr. Harold Brown,
becoming the assistant track coach and head cross country coach,
and running half and full marathons, including NYC. His loyalty and
commitment are his greatest attribute.
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B CHORALE VOCALISTS

Michael Shirtz, Chorale Director & Conductor
Morgan Noon, Accompanist

Soprano Alto Tenor
Karen Bacni Deb Agee Ron Brooker
Melissa Cullen Pam Benedict Bill Hutchinson
Marilyn Forster Patricia Breault Robin Mygrant
Virginia Mamere Wendy Brown Jim Obergefell
Jacy Marsh Sheryl Cawrse Pamela Sayre
Katelyn Munoz Karen Gerold William Shannon
Elisha Noon Alyna Hinsch Tom Thorbahn
Jo Pankow Judy Hoffman Marianne Weaver
Rhonda Quinlan Sari Kelley
Hannah Mathias Baritone

Mezzo-soprano Beverly Mendoza Tom Curry
Kathy Below Jessica Mindlin
Mary Foland Deborah Randall Bass
Bev Hart Yvette Rash Ron Blake
Cyndi Hineline Fonda Robinson Lou Engler
Stacy Maple Heidi Sarvis-Sapp Jack Hubbard
Charlene Pestovic Candace Seaman Dave Kocsis
Carol Phillips Olga Trumpower Nathan Loudenslager
Catherine Rash Carrie Jo Wahl Rick Noderer
Tina Showalter Terri Wilhelm Cody Noon
Angela Young Chris Petersen

Guy Thiboutot
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CONCERT PROGRAM

ARTISTRY IN RHYTHM
The Firelands Symphony Chorale
Michael Shirtz, Chorale Director & Conductor
Elayna Brock and Kamryn Mohney, guest vocalists | William Barrett, narrator

March 26, 2023 at 4 p.m.

Sing Sing Sing............. e R RS R s Snsnbeen Louis Prima, arr. Brymer

ComeFlyWithMe................. Van Heusen & Chan, arr. Mac Huff

ATIiSKEtATASKEL..............cooorercrrrrsresssreee s sssissssssesessiees Ella Fitzgerald, arr. Roger Emerson

It Don't Mean A Thing: The Best of Duke Ellington......Ellington, Strayhom, Mills, Bigard, Mercer,
arr. Shaw
Takethe ATrain
Mood Indigo
Satin Doll
It Don't Mean A Thing If It Ain't Got That Swing

BIaCK COff@E.........coo oot sssss s sss s sssss s sssssss s sssss s Burke & Webster
Stormy Weather.................oee. . e bbbt renn Arlen & Koehler

I'll Be Seeing You / White Cliffs of Dover............................ Fain & Kahal / Kent & Burton, arr. Shirtz

Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy Raye & Prince, arr. Metis
Members from the vocal ensemble Treble

Selections from “Chicago”....... ....Kander & Ebb

"West Side Story" Choral SUIte....................cooorvvmrricrnensisnsssssssssssssisssssssssssssssssssssssenes arr. Mac Huff
Somethings Coming
Tonight
Maria
One Hand, One Heart
| Feel Pretty
Cool
America
Somewhere

Sondheim! A Choral Celebration. arr. Mac Huff
Comedy Tonight
Into the Woods
Not While 'm Around
Losing My Mind
Send in the Clowns
The Little Things You Do Together
Being Alive

As Long As I'm Singing My Song .Bobby Darin, arr. Shaw

www.FirelandsSymphony.com
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* Narrations created by Michael Shirtz.

 Ernsthausen Performing Arts Center for hosting this afternoon’s concert and
supporting The Firelands Symphony Chorale.

 Heidelberg University School of Music and Dance

e Pastor Pamela J. Sayre and Huron United Methodist Church for hosting the
symphony chorale rehearsals.

* Volunteer ushers from FSO Board of Directors and Sandusky State Theatre

All of our chorale sponsors from this season:

William & Jean Bossetti
The Sam S. and Rose Stein Foundation
Michelle Wightman-Karrie Wieber Charitable Foundation

The Firelands Symphony Chorale is an auditioned choir of singers that serves as
chorus-in-residence for the Firelands Symphony Orchestra. Under the direction of
Michael Shirtz, the chorale performs with the orchestra throughout the season, as
well as presents additional concerts and choral festival performances.

Performing classical and contemporary choral music, the group provides singers the
opportunity for concentrated study, rehearsal, and performance of repertoire, as well
as educational programs for singers and choir directors to support regional choral
ensembles.

www.FirelandsSymphony.com
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SBOARD OF DIRECTORS

Nike Mendenhall President
Ryan Garman Vice President
Lisa Felter Secretary
Paul Ell Treasurer
Ron Brooker. Musicians' Representative
Charlie Doyle Director
Alexandria Esposito Director
Larry Fletcher. Director
John Frankel Director
Stacey Hartley Director
Larry McCormack Director
Alice Springer Director
Lata Stefano Director
Tessa Steinemann Director
Jim Stouffer Director
Thomas Tucker Director
Ann Voight Director
Y

&

Carl Topilow Music Director & Conductor
Michael Shirtz Chorale Director
Mindi Bishop Operations Manager
Jody Chaffee Community Engagement Director
Morgan Fritz Bookkeeper
Brandon Wurgess Marketing Director

www.FirelandsSymphony.com
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Maestro ($2,500+)
David and Jacquelyn Clark Charitable
Fund
The Goff Family -In memory of Donal
Goff
Geoffrey and Nike Mendenhall
SecureSight
Don and Chrissy Wostmann

Symphony ($1,000-$2,499)
Bob and Sharon Barnes
Randall Harris and Marianne Coburn
Richard and Barbara Collingwood
The Fair Publishing House
Larry and Jamie Fletcher
John and Nanette Frankel
Margaret Guerra
Ron and Tracy Guerra
Jim and Stacey Hartley
Larry and April McCormack
William and Ruth Shannon
David and Ann Voight

Concerto ($500-5999)
Michael Allen
Caleb and Alex Balduff
William and Jean Bossetti
Raymond and Marjorie Chapin
Civista Bank
Ronald and Carolyn Cull
Bill D'Agostino and Carol Barone
Tom and Jonnie Debbink
Paul and Michelle Elli
FSO Board Members - In memory of
Harold Brown
Great Lakes Audio Visual
Robert and Cynthia Hare
Jefferson Beach Yacht Sales
Margaret Kahler
Peter and Holly McGory
0.E. Meyer Co.
Richard and Joyce Pohl
Re-Max Quality Realty - Linda
Armstrong
Shores and Islands Ohio

Bill and Alice Springer

Tessa Steinemann

Jude and JoAnne Theibert

True Alpha Wealth Management
Michael Weisenberger

Overture ($250-$499)
Nella Biller
Marsha Bordner
Joe & Phyllis Bransky
Doug and Karen Brown
Custom Window & Door Co.
Daryl and Joyce Deering
Carole Dreffer
Jerold and Ruth Earl
John and Lisa Felter

Shannon Finn Connell and Frank Finn - In

memory of David Boor

Tom & Marilyn Forster

Terry and Judi Graham - In honor of Ron
Brooker

Gery and Debbie Gross - In honor of
Guinevere Bihun

Ground Control

Richard Guendelsberger

Gundlach Sheet Metal Works Inc.
Nanette Gus

Tom and Dee Hartley

Ted and Carol Homberger
James and Lynn Hunsicker
Chuck and Peg Kingsley
Lakeside Chautauqua

Tom and Jean Lander
JoAnn Sandra Weiland Lang Memorial
Fund

Kurt and Debbie Loyd
George and Michele Poulos
Chuck and Carolyn Rainger
Rev. Pamela Sayre

Michael and Pamela Shirtz
Rex and Judy Stanforth

Y Musical Leoacy SOCIETY
DONORS

George and Jamie Steinemann - In
honor of Tessa Steinemann

Carol Steuk

Martin and Sandra Stites

Jan and Lois TerVeen

Thomas and Dianne Tucker

Dr. Sue Van Dootingh

Carol and Arthur Wolfe

Interlude ($150-$249)

Mary A. Bauer

The Bekeny Family

Brian & Amy Bower

George and JoAnn Bryan

Patricia Custer

James Eiting - In honor of Esther E.
Eiting

Bud Ennis

Groff Funeral Homes

Dean and Jane Lucal

Al and Katherine Mazzeo

Sherrill McLoda

John and Diane McNutt - In honor of
David & Susan Milne

Patricia Mellen- In memory of John
and Patricia Mellen

David and Carol Michaux

Colleen Shay Murray

Dennis and Martha Murray

John and Susan Murray

Chris and Cheryl Petersen

Robert and Laura Raschke

David and Paula Rengel

Shirley V. Romoser

Janet Scagnetti

Walter and Trudy Schaufler

Harry and Kathlyn Stenzel

Kevin and Denise Trares

Read and Lynda Wakefield

Andy and Michelle Young - In memory
of Dr. Don Young
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https://www.civista.bank/wealth/wealth-management
https://www.greatlakesaudiovisual.com/
https://jbys.com/
https://www.theateamsellshomes.net/
https://www.shoresandislands.com/
https://www.truealphawm.com/
http://www.customwindowinc.com/
https://groundcontrolohio.com/
https://www.gundlachsheetmetal.com/
https://www.grofffuneralhomes.com/

Sonata (to $149)
Joyce Amborski
Tim and Kathy Armstrong
Gary and Susan Armstrong
Merle and Joanne Arndt
Lauretta Bain - In honor of Rebecca
Bain
Phil and Margaret Barbour - In
memory of David Boor
Pam Baur
Ann Bingham
Ron Blake
Lynn Bragg
Rick Bressler - In memory of Val
Bressler
Dave and Cindy Brink
Ruth Brink - In memory of Thorvald
Brink
Robert and Ruth Brown
Seth and Virginia Brown
Vanessa Bruno
Michael and Ann Bur
Trent and Stephanie Cailor - In
memory of David Boor
Gerilynn Bryan
Jim and Sandy Cairelli
Linda Carino - In memory of Richard
Speir
Guy and Debbie Cartwright
Friends of Catawba Island Historical
Society,
Molly Carver and Paul Coleman
Richard Celeck
Gerald Ceranowski
Jean Chaffee
David Chapin
Barb Clemons - In honor of Paul E.
Clemons
David R. Cooksey
Donald and Lonna Cope
Jeanne Cramer
John and Barbara Crooks
Paul and Alea Dahnke
Elaine D'Andrea
Susan Daniel
Stephen and Phyllis Davey

Paul Decker - In honor of Jeff Decker
Cathleen Dore

Charlie and Lori Doyle

Dr. and Mrs. Eric Dudenhoefer
James and Diane Dudenhoefer
Ralph Enstad

John and Sherry Ferne

Tom and Renee Flowers
Wayne and Sandra Foster
Stephanie Fratoe

Linda Fritz-Gasteier

Don and Pat Galliers

Musical LEoacy SOCIETY
DONORS

Kay Kersey

Jeffrey and Linda Kerst

Thomas and Kathleen Kirby

Roger and Deanna Kleckner - In honor of
Ann Voight

Diane Koch

Dick and Julie Koegle - In memory of
Betty Mingus

David and Cheryl Kriska

Christine Kromer

Dan and Phyl Lachowyn - In memory of
Jayne David

Melanae Gast - In memory of Scott Gast David and Pamela Lahman - In memory

Jann Glann

Wendy Gomcsak

Carolyn Gray - In honor of Edith Gray
Robert and Edith Gray

Ruth Guendelsberger

Marlene Gulas

Ronald and Jean Hamilton

Marian Hancy

Edna Hansen

Harshman Family Charitable Fund

of David Boor

Allan and Susan Lesch

Gary Lickfelt - In memory of Claudia
Lickfelt

Martin and Diana Linder

Kathy Loparo

Kurt Loyd

William and Susan Lucht

Nelda Madama-Shelly

Chris Mariotti

Jim and Mary Ellen Hart - In memory of William and Lee Marsh

W. Scott Gray

John Helmkamp

Chad Hepp

David and Sharon Herzer
Frank and Mary Jane Hill
Jane Hilton - In memory of Charles
Hilton

Charles and Kathie Holbrook
Pamela Holzaepfel
Homestead Doors, Inc.
John Hufnagle

Larry Hummel

Carol Icsman

Gladys Janssen

Donald and Vicki Johnson
Jim and Joyce Keane
Connie Kendrick

Steven and Linda May
Sue McFee

Jim and Anne McGookey
John and Nancy Melching
Michael and Susan Meyer
Gene and Helen Milkie
Bill and Judy Monaghan
Chris and Marsha Mruk
Norman Murray

William and Linda Muthig
Cheryl Myers

Fred and Donna Nagel
Keith and Louise Newton
Virginia Orr

Carol Owens

Gail Parker

John and Marilyn Parker
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DONORS

Sonata, contd. (to $149)
Patty Pascoe
Charlene Pestovic
Baird Pfahl
James and Cathy Platte
Richard and Joyce Pohl - In honor of
William Springer's 80th birthday
Anthony and Dolores Pomerson
Michael and Sarah Prout
Mike and Chris Raftery
Robert Resley
Thomas and Kathleen Roberts
Ron and Karen Rude
Jim and Joanne Ruthsatz
James and Sherryl Saccardi
Martha Sawicki
Joseph and Andrea Scheingross

Louis Schultz

Henry and Barb Scott - In memory of
David Boor

Debbie Seaman

Susan Shaffer

Randy Simmons

Philip and Suzanne Singer

Robert and Martha Speers

Michael and Joann Spisak

Lata Stefano

Cable Steinemann

Stephen Stellhorn

Martha E. Stewart - In honor of Dr. R.
Daugherty

Barb Strayer

Robert and Donna Swackhamer

Tad Swan

Guy Thiboutot

James and Barbara Thom
Diane Timple

Ronald and Marilyn Toplitz
Terrance and Elaine Vacha
Michele L. Washburn
Rosemary Watrous

Bob and Mary Weichel

John and Sally Wheeler
Christopher Wiedle - In memory of
Robert Price

Stephen Wobser

Thomas Worden

Steve and Maureen Wright
Lisa Yako

Christine Yochem

Bruce and Jennifer Zemba
DeEtte Zimmerman

William and Maribeth Zucker

DONATE TODAY!

How to sustain your Firelands Symphony Orchestra:

@ CLICK TO DONATE

For corrections, please email FS

Your gift may be tax-deductible.

FirelandsSymph
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presented at

Sawmill Creek Convention Center
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A SERENADE TO MUSIC

ﬁheaFSO Chorale is showcased in dynamic
horal  works by Vaughan Williams,
Copland, and Borodin; while the. 2017
Junior Winner ofithe Sphlnx Competition,
cellist ~<Ifetayo Ali-Landing,  performs
Tchaikovsky’'s Variations on "a Rococo

Theme.
SATURDAY, APRIL 22
7:30 P.M.

www.FirelandsSymphony.com
419.621.4800
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