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Babatunde, William Barrett, Regional Singers,

Symphony Strings, Van Parker conducting. 
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The quartet is joined by vocalist Sadiyah Babatunde, narrator William
Barrett, a string ensemble from the Firelands Symphony Orchestra and a
chorus with members of the FSO Chorale, the Terra Choral Society from
Terra State Community College, and students from Heidelberg
University School of Music & Theatre.

While we are going to hear about Lt. Col. Brown’s legacy this evening,
you actually will have a chance to be a part of that legacy. A life-sized
sculpture of Lt. Col. Brown has been commissioned and will be on
permanent display at the Liberty Aviation Museum in Port Clinton. There
is an opportunity for you to contribute, and you will hear more about that
later in the program.

We also welcome members of several local veteran communities,
whom we have invited to join us this evening. We thank you for your
service and we hope that you enjoy tonight’s concert.

The practice is over, the voices are warmed up, the instruments are
tuned, and the story is ready to be told. Please enjoy the Michael Shirtz
quartet and friends, as they present To Rise Above – A Journey of a
Tuskegee Airman.

Ron Brooker, FSO Executive Director

Good evening and welcome to the Firelands
Symphony’s Guest Ensemble Concert
featuring the Michael Shirtz Quartet and
honoring the life and legacy of Lt. Col. Harold
Brown. 
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Click the tiles to learn
more about each of

our upcoming
concerts!

https://www.firelandssymphony.com/events/2024_03_09-vive-la-france/
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/events/2024_04_06-07-requiem-for-the-living/
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/events/2024_04_13-violin-virtuosity/
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A performer, composer, and conductor, Michael Shirtz is
known for his versatility with jazz, contemporary, and
classical music audiences. Credited as a “songsmith” with
his interpretations as a vocalist and pianist, Shirtz has worked
with such artists as Dave Brubeck, Kevin Mahogany, Melissa 

Manchester, Ellen Winters, Elizabeth von Trapp, and tenure as music
director/producer for Maureen McGovern. Performing frequently as a guest
artist and with Michael Shirtz Quartet, he blends traditional jazz with Blues, Funk,
Rock, Gospel and Singer/Songwriter styles into his performances. Shirtz’ most
recent album and show “Blue Skies” were released in 2018. With a passion for
fostering creativity and collaboration, Shirtz has emerged as a respected figure
in both the jazz and choral communities as a conductor and educator. His work
as a composer contains music for choir, orchestra, musical theatre; including
the oratorio In God’s Light (2005), the cantata The Solemn Blessings (2009), Jazz
Impressions on Reflections (2003), Sailing the Bay Jazz Suite (2009), Hymn to the
Earth Jazz Suite (2010), Gift of a Generation (2014), the musical Sparkler (2016),
Headliner The Musical (2018), Prayer for New Hope (2021), and To Rise Above:
The Journey of a Tuskegee Airman (2022).

An active vocal coach and music director for educational, repertory theatre, and
pops music productions, he has served on the faculty of Capital University
Conservatory of Music, American Music Academy, Terra State Community
College, Pellissippi State-Knoxville, and Lakeside Chautauqua. Shirtz received a
Bachelor of Music in Jazz Studies from Capital University and Master of Music
in Conducting from California State University, Los Angeles. Currently, Shirtz
serves as associate director for Tri-C JazzFest & Performing Arts Series,
producer of the JAZZ@8 Series, conductor of the Symphony Chorale and
School of Music of the Firelands Symphony, and on faculty at Heidelberg
University School of Music & Theatre. Shirtz is a member of ASCAP, African
American Jazz Caucus, American Choral Directors Association, Jazz Education
Network, and an advocate for mental health awareness. Shirtz is a Prima Music
Foundation Artist.



To Rise Above: A Journey of a Tuskegee Airman is a five-movement musical work for
theatrical or concert presentations highlighting the experiences of World War II
Tuskegee pilot, Col Harold Brown. Based on his 2017 biographical memoir, Keep Your
Airspeed Up: The Story of a Tuskegee Airman, written by Brown and his wife, Dr.
Marsha Bordner, this musical narrative outlines Brown's journey through five
movements – The Dream, The Struggle, The Mission, The Man and The Dream Lives
On. Each movement features a narrated journey through Brown’s perspective
accompanied by a series of musical themes and anthems throughout. Michael Shirtz
wrote this musical dramatization on Brown's childhood dream of flying, overcoming
the despair of racial segregation, his passion for education both as a military aviator
and a leader in higher education, and the lessons for all people found in the six
principles of the Tuskegee Airmen: "Aim High, Believe in Yourself, Use Your Brain, Be
Ready To Go, Never Quit, and Expect To Win."

For nearly two decades, Shirtz and his wife Pamela have been close friends with Dr.
Harold Brown and Dr. Marsha Bordner. Together, the four shared in their love of
music, education, service, and food. Fascinated by aviation, Shirtz spent countless
hours talking with Brown about his career in the Air Force and time serving as a
Tuskegee Airman. As Shirtz began focusing his attention on composing music to
stories that provide inspiration and lessons in humanity, what better journey than to
honor musically his dear friend, retired Col. Harold Brown. While Shirtz created the
music and narration for To Rise Above, he credits both Brown and Bordner for
suggestions and edits to the overall work. 

The five movements open and close with the idea of the P-51 Red Tail fighter taking
off in the morning beginning the opening movement with “Morning Flight” and
returning home in the quiet of the setting sun during final movement, “Evening Flight.”
The opening and closing movements are a reminder of Harold’s dreams of flying,
setting goals, and accomplishing them. His call to follow our dreams is the mission
we are left with to take into our own lives. 

The second movement shares Harold’s experience of dealing with race and
segregation in this country and throughout his career. Using themes discussed with
Harold, Michael wrote the anthem “A Place for All Mankind” to conclude this
movement with a message of hope and a directive of kindness and unity for
everyone. 
 
The third and fourth movements present Harold’s legacy as a war hero and defining
leader in education. Brown was not a musician, (even joked about taking piano
lessons as a child and again in his 90s) however, he had a deep appreciation for jazz,
big band, and classical music, particularly opera. Wanting to highlight these interests,
Shirtz uses the musical elements in the third movement by creating a fiery classical
fugue depicting his battle engagements in the skies, a solo cello melody representing
his feeling of being alone behind enemy lines, and a neo-classical aria exploring the
emotions of being a POW. In the fourth movement Shirtz uses the big band style with
a strong Count Basie feel to celebrate Harold’s many achievements in the Air Force
and the higher educational two-year college movement. 

Meant to inspire, entertain, educate, and share the story and legacy of the Tuskegee
Airmen, there is something for everyone and all ages in To Rise Above: A Journey of a
Tuskegee Airman. Col. Harold Brown unfortunately passed away on January 12, 2023,
at the age of 98. His legacy lives on for future generations through the work of CAF’s
Rise Above Programs, the Liberty Aviation Museum, and To Rise Above: A Journey of
a Tuskegee Airman. 

P
O
D
I
U
M

N
O
T
E
S

P
O
D
I
U
M

N
O
T
E
S



M
I
C
H
A
E
L
 
S
H
I
R
T
Z

Q
U
A
R
T
E
T

M
I
C
H
A
E
L
 
S
H
I
R
T
Z

Q
U
A
R
T
E
T

Dwight Bailey (bass/vocals) was born in Detroit but credits
much of his musical development to the heavy influence of
musicians based in Central Ohio. During his teenage years he
began playing predominately gospel and working with artist like
Bobby Jones, LaShaun Pace & Douglas Miller. Dwight has spent
the last several years touring all over the world and has
performed on some of the most prestigious platforms in music,
such as the Monterey Bay Blues/Jazz Festival, the North Sea
Jazz Festival, The London Jazz Festival, Carnegie Hall and the
Primivera Music Festival, to name a few.

Reggie Jackson (drums) is equally at home to both the jazz and
the pop/commercial music scenes. Based in Columbus, OH,
Reggie built a reputation from an early age as a powerful
drummer who could cover many styles such as be-bop, Latin,
big band, fusion, pop and gospel. Over the last two decades
Reggie expanded his reach beyond the Columbus scene through
worldwide tours with the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee
Dr. John as well as the Grammy Award winning jazz singer
Diane Schuur.

George Michael (saxophone) is a NYC based saxophonist and
educator who has over 20 years of professional musical
experience as a music educator, performer, clinician, composer
and arranger. George can be heard at a number of venues
around NYC including Carnegie Hall Music Educators Workshop,
NYC Jazz Workshop, and the Michael Shirtz Quartet. George
was also one of the founding members of the Washington
Heights Jazz Festival which features numerous musicians from
upper Manhattan and the surrounding New York City area.



https://www.fairpublishing.com/


https://www.shoresandislands.com/


http://www.stefanodental.com/
https://www.pncpa.biz/
http://www.premierofohio.com/
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Van Parker (conductor) enjoys a dynamic career as a highly
sought-after conductor, orchestral and chamber musician,
soloist, recording artist, new music collaborator, and music
educator. An advocate for the works of living composers and
composers from under-represented communities, Van has
participated in premieres of works by Eric Whitacre, Lewis
Nielsen, John Wineglass, Deborah Phelps, Ahmed Al-Abaca, and
Buck McDaniel. In recent seasons Van has prepared choirs for
NBC Universal's Saturday Night Live and the St. Georges
International Music Festival in Guadeloupe (France). Van is a
member of the Firelands and Lima Symphonies and also
performs frequently with the Akron, Ashland, Mansfield, and
Youngstown Symphonies, as well as the Cleveland Pops
Orchestra and Cleveland Opera Theater. Van is on faculty at the
Beck Center for the Arts in Lakewood, Ohio in addition to being
an assistant director of the All-Ohio State Fair Band. 

Sadiyah Babatunde (vocalist) graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
in Vocal Performance from The Ohio State University. As a
former member of the Columbus Symphony Chorus, she was a
featured soloist in ‘The American Festival’ singing the choral
solos within George Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess. She also soloed
in CSO’s performance of Bach’s St. John Passion. Sadiyah has
gone on to win the OSU Wilson Competition and OSU
Undergraduate/Masters Concerto Competition. She claimed
second prize in the Senior Voice Division of the Lima Symphony
Orchestra’s 60th Annual Young Artists’ Competition. Major
concert performances include presenting John Carter’s Cantata
with the OSU Symphony Orchestra, Robert Cohen’s Alzheimer’s
Stories with the Bexley HS Symphony and Chorale, Mozart’s
Requiem with the Lima Symphony Orchestra, Beethoven’s Mass
in C with the Firelands Symphony Orchestra, and Michael Shirtz’
TO RISE ABOVE: A Journey of Tuskegee Airman with the Michael
Shirtz Quartet.
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William Barrett (narrator) is an amazing multi-talented person
as a worker, a coach, an athlete, and sometimes he
sings….sometimes. Canton native and now from Sandusky,
Ohio, Barrett began studying theatre at Firelands College in the
late 90s and since then has taken rolls in such productions as
Into the Woods, Art, and Voices of Freedom, among others. On a
break from the stage to focus on his running career, Barrett
actively participates in Runs These Streets with Half Marathons
and Full Marathons across the country and around the globe. He
is the Assistant Coach of Track & Field and the Head Coach of
Cross Country at Sandusky High School. His future goals in
running include participating in the Boston Marathon in 2025.
After that, his plans are to return to the stage and world of
acting. Following the principles of the Tuskegee Airmen, Barrett
believes in striving to meet his goals and there’s nothing he can’t
do.

Nataliya Pshenychna (cello), born and raised in Kyiv, Ukraine, in
a musical family due to her grandmother. She started playing
piano at a very early age, and cello, when she was 6 years old.  
Nataliya came to the United States in 2005 to attend
Kent/Blossom Music Festival, where she met her future
teachers, cellists Keith Robinson and Stephen Geber. She holds
her Master in Music degrees from Kyiv Tchaikovsky
Conservatory, Kent State University, and Artist in Cello
Performance from Cleveland Institute of Music. Nataliya has
worked and performed with Kyiv National Opera, National
Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine, The Cleveland Orchestra,
Apollo's Fire Orchestra, Canton and Akron Symphonies, City
Music Cleveland Chamber Orchestra, Cleveland Pops. Nataliya's
is currently a Principal Cello with Snowbelt Symphony, and
Firelands Symphony Orchestra where she has been performing
since 2009.



http://www.sanduskyberardis.com/
https://www.morrisfinancialservicesllc.com/
https://www.crownbattery.com/


Van Parker, Conductor

STRING ORCHESTRASTRING ORCHESTRA

Violin I 
Ron Brooker
Yaryna Tsarynska
Erin Kim
Hayley Camp

Violin II
Gina Buzzelli
Adam Murray
Rebecca Rhoades
Maria Vinas

Viola
Rosalind Soltow
Patrick Prejean
Jacob Campbell
Jaylon Hayes-Keller

Cello
Nataliya Pshenychna
Brian Shifflet

Bass
Rachel Kost

Letter Excerpts Read By:

"WWII Veteran Pilot" by Jim Brokov

"The Daughter and Mother of Pilots" by Jennifer Wertz

"Former College Student" by Myles Bailey

"Airforce Service Woman" by Evelyn Rash

"School Teacher" & "Elementary School Students" by Pamela Shirtz



CHORUS VOCALISTSCHORUS VOCALISTS

Soprano
Karen Bacni F
Amanda Blankenbeker T 
Melissa Cullen F
Stacey Depner F, T
Betsy Dupler F
Carol Dusdieker H
Sarah Jewell H
Virginia Mamere F
Samantha Stack-Gonzalez F
Diane Stalling F
Victoria Wheeler F
Abigail Yarris H
Peyton Zamarelli F

Mezzo-soprano
Karen Abbott F
Connie Carnicom F, T
Mary Foland F
Susan Fritz F
Bev Hart F, T
Megan Kaufman F
Lindsey Lemons F
Carol Phillips F
Sally Ploger F
Angela Young F, T

Tenor
Robin Mygrant F, T
Jim Obergefell F
Pamela Sayre F
William Shannon F
Sandy Spayd-Kilko F
Tom Thorbahn F, T
Marianne Weaver F

Baritone
Taylor Colaizzi F
Tom Curry F, T

Bass
Ron Blake F, T
Tom Dewey T
Lou Engler F
Ellen Hanck F
Dermot Healey H
Jack Hubbard F
Dave Kocsis F
Nathan Loudenslager F, T
Rick Noderer F
Chris Petersen F, T
Guy Thiboutot F

F= member of Firelands Symphony Orchestra Chorale
T = member of Terra Choral Society
H = member of Heidelberg University School of Music & Theatre

Van Parker, Conductor

Alto
Pam Benedict F, T 
Deborah Billow F, T
Sue Blankenbeker T 
Wendy Brown F, T 
Sheryl Cawrse F
Sarah Christophel F 
Karen Demangos F 
Rebecca Eppard H 
Karen Gerold F
Alyna Hinsch F
Judy Hoffman F, T 
Natalie Joritz H
Sari Kelley F
Cynthia Klein F
Beverly Mendoza F 
Valerie Myers T
Deborah Randall F, T 
Yvette Rash F
Fonda Robinson F
Heidi Sarvis-Sapp F
Olga Trumpower F 
Carrie Jo Wahl F
Terri Wilhelm F



https://www.eriefoundation.org/
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CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

To Rise Above: A Journey of a Tuskegee Airman
Music & Text by Michael Shirtz

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
William Barrett, narrator | Sadiyah Babatunde, soprano

Michael Shirtz Quartet | Nataliya Pshenychna, cello
To Rise Above Chorus | Firelands Symphony Orchestra Strings

Van Parker, conductor

I. The Dream
Introducing Harold’s childhood experience, developing his strong work ethic, and
his dream of becoming a pilot and heading to Tuskegee.

Follow Your Dreams
Morning Flight
Improvisation Reflection
Follow Your Dreams

II. The Struggle
The Tuskegee Airmen faced incredible challenges with race throughout their
service. Witnessing Harold's experience as a Black man in a segregated military,
the progress of civil rights throughout his career, and the lessons to continue the
fight for equality, kindness, and unity for all mankind. 

Change Your Seat, Switch Cars
Improvisation Reflection
A Place for All Mankind

III. The Mission
Following his training at Tuskegee through flying missions in Europe, this
movement highlights Brown's story as a fighter pilot, his crash and time as a POW,
and his liberation by Patton's army and return to the U.S. following the war. 

Beginning Flight
Counter Flight
The Flight
Improvisation Reflection
Dog Fight Fugue
Have You Forsaken Me?
Quiet Remembrance
Flight Liberated



  CONCERT PROGRAM  CONCERT PROGRAM

~INTERMISSION~ 

IV. The Man
Written in the style of Big Bands, Brown's life and career after the war years as an
Air Force aviator, educator and college administrator, and a look at his personality
and interests. 

You’ll Be Harold Brown!

V. The Dream Lives On
Reflection of narrated excerpts from letters to Brown received over the years in
appreciation for his service and inspirational spirit to others. 

Evening Flight
Letters
Follow Your Dreams

Selections by the Michael Shirtz Quartet
Songs to be announced from stage.

To Rise Above: A Journey of a Tuskegee Airman
Music & Text by Michael Shirtz

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
William Barrett, narrator | Sadiyah Babatunde, soprano

Michael Shirtz Quartet | Nataliya Pshenychna, cello
To Rise Above Chorus | Firelands Symphony Orchestra Strings

Van Parker, conductor

Harold Brown
1924-2023

In Loving Memory



https://www.buckeyebroadband.com/
https://groundcontrolohio.com/
https://www.bgsu.edu/firelands/admissions/apply.html?short=firelands%2Fapply


Jordan Stutzman & Huron High School Band
Marsha Bordner
Great Lakes Audio Visual
Volunteers from the FSO Board of Directors
Volunteer ushers from SST
All veterans in attendance: 
thank you for your service!
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Become an FSO

Click Here To Sign Up

https://www.firelandssymphony.com/volunteer/
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/volunteer/
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/volunteer/


The Liberty Aviation Museum, located in Port Clinton, Ohio, has
an opportunity for you to honor one of the most important and
influential men in the military and education, Lt. Col. Harold H.
Brown. They are working with nationally recognized sculptor,
Andy Sacksteder, to create a lifesize bronze sculpture of Dr.
Brown to grace the entrance of the Museum. As one of the
Tuskegee Airmen, Harold H. Brown made history as a combat
pilot during World War II. He was not only an airman, but also as
an educator; one of the fathers of the two-year college option,
giving young students new confidence toward stellar careers.
Harold passed away in 2023 at the age of 98, but his legacy lives
on.

Now, The Liberty Aviation Museum and you have the honor and
opportunity to help make this sculpture a reality. Visit this link to
make a donation today. And, thank you.

http://www.libertyaviationmuseum.org/HaroldBrownSculpture.html

HAROLD BROWN SCULPTURE PROJECT

http://www.libertyaviationmuseum.org/HaroldBrownSculpture.html


https://www.civista.bank/wealth/wealth-management
https://www.battlesinsurance.com/
http://www.lakeerievacations.com/LeisureLiving.htm
https://jbys.com/


Maestro ($2,500+)
Laurence and Karen Bettcher
Foundation
The Goff Family- In memory of
Donal Goff

Label Aid, Inc.
Geoffrey and Nike Mendanhall
Sam. S. and Rose Stein Foundation
Don and Christin Wostmann

Symphony ($1,000-$2,499)
Linda Armstrong - In honor of Ron
Brooker
Caleb & Alex Balduff
Larry and Karen Bettcher
Marianne Coburn and Randall Harris
Joyce Deering Piano Studio
Michael Kelly Dunn
Deb and Bob Cailor Charitable Fund
Larry and Jamie Fletcher
John and Nanette Frankel
Margaret Guerra
Ron and Tracy Guerra
Daniel and Laura Keller
Larry and April McCormack
William and Ruth Shannon
David and Ann Voight
Karen Young

Concerto ($500-$999)
Michael and Donna Reese Allen
James E. and Doris F. Beardsley
Breckenridge Kitchen Equipment &
Design
Raymond and Marjorie Chapin
Ronald and Carolyn Cull

The Fair Publishing House
Tom and Marilyn Forster
Forte Music/Ed & Jeanine Adams
Larry R. French - In memory of
Valerie French

Great Lakes Audio Visual
Lakeside Chautauqua
Carl and Lucille Hanson
Margaret A. Kahler
Zachary Meyers

Re-Max - Linda Armstrong
Shores and Islands Ohio
Bill and Alice Springer
Tessa Steinemann
Dr. Charles and Barbara Yoost

Overture ($250-$499)
Nella Biller
Ron Blake
Joe and Phyllis Bransky
Rick Bressler - In memory of Val
Bressler
Ron and Teresa Brooker
Douglas and Karen Brown

Custom Window & Door Co.
Carole Dreffer
Terry and Judith Graham - In honor
of Ron Brooker

Ground Control
Richard Guendelsberger
Nanette Gus
Pamela Holzaepfel
Ted and Carol Homberger
Larry Hummel
Anne Johnson - In memory Kenneth
Johnson
Ronald Kessler - In memory of
Maurice and Louise Kessler
Chuck and Peg Kingsley
Brett and Beth Kinzel
Christine Lowe
Kurt and Debbie Loyd
John and Nancy Melching
James and Cathy Platte
Chuck and Carolyn Rainger
Rev. Pamela Sayre
Debbie Seaman
Carol Steuk
Martin and Sandra Stites
Jan and Lois TerVeen

Interlude ($150-$249)
Mary A. Bauer
Marsha S. Bordner
Brian and Amy Bower
Judith Corso - In honor of Paul and
Alexa Dahnke
Jerold and Ruth Earl
Wayne and Sandy Foster
Clara Jane Gilbert
Allan and Susan Lesch - In honor of
Mrs. Chaffee
Dean and Jane Lucal

Al and Katy Mazzeo
Colleen Shay Murray
Dennis and Martha Murray
Keith and Louise Newton
Chris and Cheryl Petersen
Robert and Laura Raschke
David and Paula Rengel
Thomas O. and Kathleen Roberts
Robert and Martha Speers
Harry and Kathlyn Stenzel
Thomas and Dianne Tucker
Arthur and Carol Wolfe
Michelle Young

Sonata (up to $149)
Joyce Amborski
Gary and Susan Armstrong
Lauretta Bain - In honor of Rebecca
Bain
Phil and Margaret Barbour - In
honor of Ron Brooker
Melinda Beatty
- In honor of Kenzie Beatty
Keb and Barb Bell
Don and Amy Bennett - In memory
of David Boor
Barbara Berg
Ann Bingham
Lynn Bragg
Ned and Sharon Bromm
Gerilynn Bryan
Jill Bryan
Jim and Sandy Cairelli
Molly Carver and Paul Coleman
Gerald Ceranowski
Jean Chaffee
Tom and Karen Clemons
Sue Cloak
David R. Cooksey - In memory of
Roland and Jo Cooksey
Donald and Lonna Cope
Jeanne Cramer
Jim and Lisa Crescimano
John and Barbara Crooks
Patricia Custer
Paul and Alea Dahnke
Susan Daniel
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https://www.labelaidinc.com/
https://www.fairpublishing.com/
https://www.greatlakesaudiovisual.com/
https://www.theateamsellshomes.net/
https://www.shoresandislands.com/
http://www.customwindowinc.com/
https://groundcontrolohio.com/


Sonata, cont. (up to $149)
Stephen and Phyllis Davey
Paul and Shirley Decker - In memory
of Jeff Decker
Jim and Jane Delahunt
Bettylu DePasquale
Charlie and Lori Doyle
Eric and Ann Dudenhoefer
Bernadette Earhart
Paul and Michelle Elli
Lou and Laura Engler
John and Lisa Felter
Mary Foland - In memory of
Geraldine Hughes
Stephanie Fratoe
Linda Fritz- Gasteier
Angela George
Jann Glann
Jessica Glovinsky
Wendy Gomcsak
Gery and Debbie Gross - In honor of
Guinevere Bihun
Ruth Guendelsberger
Ronald and Jean Hamilton
Edna Hansen
James and Mary Ellen Hart
Jim and Stacey Hartley
Bob and Mary Hartz
Patricia Hastings
Beverly Henderson
David and Sharon Herzer
Frank and Mary Jane Hill
Charles and Kathie Holbrook
John Hufnagle
Gladys Janssen
Tina Junk- Hettmansperger
Cynthia Kasper - In memory of Jerry
Kasper

James Kasten, MD
Sari Kelley
Connie Kendrick
Kay Kersey
Diane Koch
Melissa Kuns
Dan and Phyl Lachowyn
Tom and Jean Lander
Kenneth Landon
Johnnie Leonhardt
Ben and Bonnie Lindsley
Kathy Loparo
William and Sue Lucht
William and Lee Marsh

David and Joan Mayo
Sue McFee
Nancy McKeen
Sherrill McLoda
Duke and Diane McNutt - In honor
of Jude & JoAnn Thiebert
Patricia Mellen
Beverly Mendoza
Ann Miller
Bill and Judy Monaghan
Chris and Marsha Mruk
Norman Murray
William and Linda Muthig
Cheryl Myers
Skip and Rita Myers - In memory of
Erin Myers
Fred and Donna Nagel
Gail Parker - In honor of Nick &
Margaret Obrenovich
John and Marilyn Parker
Patty D. Pascoe
Anthony and Dolores Pomerson
George and Michele Poulos
Michael and Sarah Prout
Ned and Gail Riedy
Lynda Roshong
Martha Sawicki
Joseph and Andrea Scheingross
Dawn Schlessman - In memory of
Larry Schlessman
Kathleen Sedalia
Barbara Semans
Susan Shaffer and Jerry Young
Tina Showalter
Randy Simmons
Philip and Suzanne Singer
Jeffrey and Ramona Sizemore
Eugene and Suzanne Smercina
James and Judy Smith - In honor of
Nike Mendenhall
Kimberly Smith
James and Reta Stark
Jim and Lata Stefano
Barbara Strayer
David and Patsy Subcasky
Thomas Surdyk
Robert and Donna Swackhamer
Tad and Martha Swan

Rachael Tatum - In memory of
Louise Birkhold and Wilda Gibbs
Jeanette Taylor
James and Barbara Thom
Ronald and Marilyn Toplitz
Christa Turnbull
Rick Voigt
Rosemary Watrous
Dennis and Nancy Whalen
Jean Wieber
David and Cathy Wobser
Steve and Katie Wobser
Nancy Wolter
Bruce and Jennifer Zemba
DeEtte Zimmerman
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https://www.fishertitus.org/find-a-doctor/profile/james-kasten/


How to sustain your Firelands Symphony Orchestra:

419.621.4800

Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and life to everything.  -Plato                  

ENGAGE ENRICH EDUCATE
Family concerts, live performances
at local senior living facilities, and

outreach programming.

Full orchestra, small ensemble,
and chorale concerts featuring

elite guest artists. 

Private music lessons, free in-
school music programs, and

virtual music education content. 

CLICK TO DONATE

https://www.theateamsellshomes.net/
tel:4196214800
tel:4196214800
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?donation=flso
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?donation=flso
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?donation=flso
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?donation=flso


https://www.wickenslaw.com/
https://www.truealphawm.com/
http://www.sanduskyconcert.com/


Nike Mendenhall.............................................................................................................President
Ryan Garman...........................................................................................................Vice President
Thomas Tucker...................................................................................................Acting Secretary
Brian Shifflet........................................................................................Musician’s Representative
Jacqueline Andzejewski....................................................................................................Director
Alexandria Balduff..............................................................................................................Director
Charlie Doyle.......................................................................................................................Director
Lisa Felter............................................................................................................................Director
Larry Fletcher......................................................................................................................Director
Marilyn Forster....................................................................................................................Director
Stacey Hartley........................................................................................................................Director
Anita Jolley............................................................................................................................Director
Larry McCormack.................................................................................................................Director
Kathleen Meehan-De La Cruz..............................................................................................Director
Zachary Meyers.....................................................................................................................Director
Alice Springer.......................................................................................................................Director
Lata Stefano........................................................................................................................Director
Tessa Steinemann.............................................................................................................Director
Ann Voight..........................................................................................................................Director

Carl Topilow......................................................................................Music Director & Conductor
Dean Buck....................................................................................................Assistant  Conductor
Michael Shirtz.......................................................................................................Chorale Director
Ron Brooker.......................................................................................................Executive Director
Mindi Bishop.................................................................................................Operations Manager
Jacob Campbell...........................................................................Education-Outreach Instructor
Jody Chaffee...................................................................................Education-Outreach Director,

Personnel Manager & Librarian
Tracy Enderle...............................................................................................................Bookkeeper
Brandon Wurgess............................................................................................Marketing Director
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https://www.lightwaveentertainment.com/
https://www.greatlakesaudiovisual.com/


https://www.sawmillcreekresort.com/

