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highlights: from saxophones, to costumes, to holiday traditions, to poignant
celebrations of life, and to a trip to France -- this orchestra has been able to provide
you with some tremendous moments. Combine that with memorable chorale only
concerts, Miss Jody and Mr. Jacob in the schools working with children, our
teachers at the FSO school of music training the next generation’s musicians, our
small ensembles performing Around the Town and with Tunes for Tuesday, and the
orchestra providing free concerts both in the summer and for families and children
during the school year: all this good work that the organization does with and for the
community is to be commended.

But none of this happens without you. We wish to give our deepest thanks to you,
our patrons and supporters, for without you, live music is not live. As we say
goodbye to Sawmill Creek Resort, we are very grateful for the support you have
shown us these last several years. I cannot emphasize how crucial your dedication
to our organization has been for our survival. The journey is not over, but we are so
looking forward to saying hello to our old friend in October. We have finalized our
season for next year and are very excited to share that with you. So, watch for our
press releases, social media postings, and emails on how you can learn about next
year’s season and more importantly, instructions on how to reserve your personal
seats at the beautiful Sandusky State Theatre.

So, from the Board of Directors, staff, and musicians, I’d like to thank you for coming
this evening and supporting your Firelands Symphony Orchestra. 

                                                                                  Enjoy the concert!

Ron Brooker, FSO Executive Director

Good evening and welcome to the 2023-24 Season’s
final concert, Violin Virtuosity featuring tonight’s guest
artist, Steven Greenman.

It’s hard to imagine that this season could have gone by
so quickly.  This season has had its share of spectacular
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Around Town Tour
FREE

SMALL ENSEMBLE CONCERTS

Summer Pops Concerts
FREE

WITH THE FULL ORCHESTRA

Drumming with Dylan
FREE

Summer is Coming!
STAY TUNED TO OUR WEBSITE AND SOCIAL

MEDIA FOR OUR SUMMER SERIES
ANNOUNCEMENTS!

INTERACTIVE SUMMER SERIES



https://www.shoresandislands.com/
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During Carl Topilow’s tenure as the
Firelands Symphony Orchestra’s Music
Director and Conductor, the orchestra has
seen a dramatic improvement in the
orchestra’s quality, a significant rise in
subscriptions and concert attendance, and

the appearance of world class solosits to our stage.

In addition to his work with the FSO, Topilow is Founding
Conductor of the Cleveland Pops Orchestra, Conductor Laureate
of the National Repertory Orchestra, a summer festival in
Breckenridge, Colorado, and was named Faculty Emeritus at the
Cleveland Institute of Music. He has served as principal pops
conductor of the Toledo Symphony Orchestra, the Southwest
Florida Symphony Orchestra, and the Mansfield Symphony
Orchestra.   
    

Topilow has performed as guest conductor with 132 different
orchestras in 37 states and 12 foreign countries. In addition to
concerts this season with the Ohio Valley Symphony and Florida
Lakes Symphony, he will be giving master classes at Bob Jones
University, the University of North Carolina Charlotte, the
Collegiate Orchestral Directors Association conference, and
hosting his second conducting workshop in Cleveland.
           

Topilow’s wife Shirley is President and CEO of the Cleveland Pops
Orchestra. Their daughter Emily is a marketing associate with the
Cleveland Clinic, and their daughter Jenny is a violinist with the
Charlotte Symphony Orchestra.

Carl’s book, The Orchestral Conductor’s Career Handbook
published by Rowman and Littlefield, is now available through
www.carltopilow.com and www.rowman.com.

http://www.carltopilow.com/
https://rowman.com/


by Eastern European composers and pieces with Eastern European roots,
including selections by legendary violinist David Rubinoff, John Williams’
haunting Theme from Schindler’s List, and Williams’ Oscar winning
adaptation of the score for the movie version of Fiddler on the Roof. Brahms
famous Hungarian Dance #5 and a surprise encore will also be heard. 

The orchestra will have the opportunity to perform colorful and exciting
works by Czech, Rumanian, Ukrainian, and Russian composers. Dvorak,
Smetana, Enesco, Gliere, and Mussorgsky all wrote highly descriptive music
- for our concert, a carnival, a river, and music for dance.

Please join us for a lively and engaging evening of great music by your
Firelands Symphony Orchestra!

The Firelands Symphony Orchestra is delighted to
welcome back violin virtuoso Steven Greenman,
last heard with the orchestra several years ago in
a performance of The Butterfly Lover’s Concerto,
based on a Chinese folk legend. For this concert,
our  versatile  guest will perform a series of pieces

Carl Topilow, Music Director and Conductor
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Described by the Washington Post as “particularly impressive” and “extraordinary”
by the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Steven Greenman is a consummate musical artist
as a violinist, composer, and educator. He is a masterful violin soloist with
symphony orchestras, a soulful performer of klezmer music, and a virtuoso
performer of East European folk music. Steven’s influential recordings, klezmer
music compositions and dedicated master classes have been internationally
acclaimed.      

Steven is renowned for his traditional Jewish and klezmer compositions. These
original works have been recorded by international artists and researched by
scholars, while two of his Jewish liturgical melodies have been published by the
Shalshelet Foundation for New Jewish Liturgical Music. His landmark recordings
Stempenyu’s Dream (2004) and Stempenyu’s Neshome (2010) have significantly
expanded the traditional klezmer violin repertoire. Steven’s grand composition,
Klezmer Concert Suite for Solo Violin and Orchestra (2018) embodies the full
expressive and virtuosic range of the East European Jewish violin. As violin soloist,
Steven performed the world premiere performance with the Muncie Symphony
Orchestra (2018).

In addition to his involvement with klezmer music, Steven is an accomplished
performer of urban East European violin styles, including, Magyar nóta, Romanian
lautari, Ukrainian, Carpatho-Rusin, and Slovak folk music. A performer with the
Harmonia ensemble, Steven's intense study of East European folk music has
brought him into contact with professional folk musicians from the Balkans,
Hungary, Slovakia, Romania, Ukraine, and Russia. 

G
U
E
S
T
 
A
R
T
I
S
T

G
U
E
S
T
 
A
R
T
I
S
T

Steven Greenman, violin
SPONSORED BY:

http://www.sanduskyconcert.com/
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  CONCERT PROGRAM  CONCERT PROGRAM

Violin Virtuosity | April 13, 2024 at 7:30 p.m.

Guest Artist: Steven Greenman, violin

The Firelands Symphony Orchestra
Carl Topilow, Music Director & Conductor

Dean Buck, Assistant Conductor

Carnival Overture…................................................................................Antonín Dvořák

~INTERMISSION~ 

Vltava (The Moldau)….......................................................................Bedřich Smetana 

Dance of the Russian Peasants….......................................................David Rubinoff

Tango Tzigane…......................................................................................David Rubinoff  

Hungarian Dance No. 5…...............................................................Johannes Brahms 
Steven Greenman, violin

Russian Sailor’s Dance….......................................................................Reinhold Glière

“Gopak” from The Fair at Sorochinski….................................Modest Mussorgsky

Theme from Schindler’s List…...............................................................John WIlliams

Romanian Rhapsody No. 1…............................................................Georges Enesco  

Excerpts from Fiddler on the Roof….........................Jerry Bock/Sheldon Harnick, 
arr. John Williams

Steven Greenman, violin



https://www.civista.bank/wealth/wealth-management
https://www.battlesinsurance.com/
http://www.lakeerievacations.com/LeisureLiving.htm
https://jbys.com/


HORN
Greg Hillis
Van Parker
Becky McGown
Rachel Feit

TRUMPET
Loren Toplitz

  Principal Sponsor:
  John & Nanette Frankel

Amanda Bekeny
Ted Clark

TROMBONE
Adam Reardon

  Principal Sponsor:
  David & Jacquelyn Clark Fund

Angie Hunter

BASS TROMBONE
Devin Roark

TUBA
J.c Sherman

TIMPANI
Dylan Moffitt

PERCUSSION
Tim Hampton
Liam Smith
Albert Mackey

PIANO
Mio Arai

HARP
Ina McCormack

  Principal Sponsor: 
  Daniel & Laura Keller

Jessica Martin

CELLO
Nataliya Pshenychna
Gayle Klaber

  Section Sponsor: 
  Jim & Stacey Hartley

Annamarie Wellems
Brian Shifflet

  Section Sponsor:
  Larry & Jamie Fletcher

Hayley Currin

BASS
Tom Flowers
   Principal Sponsor: 
  Larry & April McCormack

Steven Brija
Eric Farnan

FLUTE
Kim Zaleski
Elizabeth Studer
Jody Chaffee

PICCOLO
Jody Chaffee
   Principal Sponsor: 
  Geoff & Nike Mendenhall

OBOE/ENGLISH HORN
Jesse Martin

  Principal Sponsor:
  Daryl & Joyce Deering

Caroline Becker
Michael Rueda

CLARINET
Greg Hamilton

  Principal Sponsor: 
  David & Ann Voight

Rebecca Bain

BASSOON
Mackenzie Brauns
Kathy Stockmaster

  Section Sponsor:
  Karen Young

Carl Topilow, Music Director & Conductor
Podium Sponsor: The Goff Family, in memory of Donal Goff

Make a direct impact on music by supporting a
musician as a chair sponsor!

Click for more information

419.621.4800

VIOLIN I 
Ron Brooker, Concertmaster

  Concertmaster Sponsor: 
  Laurence & Karen Bettcher Foundation

Victor Beyens
  Section Sponsor: 
  Paul & Michelle Elli

Priscilla Eva
Maria Beyens
John Williams
Kate Wyly
Ann Yu
Courtney Clark
Alivia Gaskins

VIOLIN II
Wendy Hayberger
Amos Fayette

  Section Sponsor: 
  Bill & Alice Springer

Gina Buzzelli
  Section Sponsor:
  Tessa Steinemann

Lisa Goldman
Adam Murray
Antonio Suarez Gomez

VIOLA
Rosalind Soltow
Patrick Prejean

  Section Sponsor: 
  Geoff & Nike Mendenhall

Jacob Campbell
Jaylon Hayes-Keller
Nilli Tayidi

ORCHESTRA MUSICIANSORCHESTRA MUSICIANS

https://www.firelandssymphony.com/chair-sponsors/
tel:4196214800
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/chair-sponsors/
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/chair-sponsors/
tel:4196214800


Jordan Stutzman & Huron City Schools

Ernsthausen Performing Arts Center

The Cleveland Pops Orchestra

Great Lakes Audio Visual

Volunteers from the FSO Board of Directors

Volunteer ushers from SST

T
H
A
N
K

Y
O
U

T
H
A
N
K

Y
O
U

Become an FSO

Click Here To Sign Up

https://www.firelandssymphony.com/volunteer/
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/volunteer/
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/volunteer/
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Maestro ($2,500+)
Laurence and Karen Bettcher
Foundation
The Goff Family- In memory of
Donal Goff

Label Aid, Inc.
Geoffrey and Nike Mendanhall
Sam. S. and Rose Stein Foundation
Don and Christin Wostmann

Symphony ($1,000-$2,499)
Linda Armstrong - In honor of Ron
Brooker
Caleb & Alex Balduff
Larry and Karen Bettcher
Breckenridge Kitchen Equipment &
Design
Marianne Coburn and Randall Harris
Joyce Deering Piano Studio
Michael Kelly Dunn
Deb and Bob Cailor Charitable Fund
Bud and Leslie Ennis
Larry and Jamie Fletcher
John and Nanette Frankel
Margaret Guerra
Ron and Tracy Guerra
Daniel and Laura Keller
Larry and April McCormack
William and Ruth Shannon
David and Ann Voight
Karen Young

Concerto ($500-$999)
Michael and Donna Reese Allen
James E. and Doris F. Beardsley
Raymond and Marjorie Chapin
Ronald and Carolyn Cull

The Fair Publishing House
Tom and Marilyn Forster
Forte Music/Ed & Jeanine Adams
Larry R. French - In memory of
Valerie French

Great Lakes Audio Visual
Lakeside Chautauqua
Carl and Lucille Hanson
Margaret A. Kahler
Zachary Meyers

Re-Max - Linda Armstrong
Shores and Islands Ohio
Bill and Alice Springer
Tessa Steinemann

Dr. Charles and Barbara Yoost

Overture ($250-$499)
Nella Biller
Ron Blake
Joe and Phyllis Bransky
Rick Bressler - In memory of Val
Bressler
Ron and Teresa Brooker
Douglas and Karen Brown

Custom Window & Door Co.
Carole Dreffer
Terry and Judith Graham - In honor
of Ron Brooker

Ground Control
Richard Guendelsberger
Nanette Gus
Pamela Holzaepfel
Ted and Carol Homberger
Larry Hummel
Anne Johnson - In memory Kenneth
Johnson
Ronald Kessler - In memory of
Maurice and Louise Kessler
Chuck and Peg Kingsley
Brett and Beth Kinzel
Christine Lowe
Kurt and Debbie Loyd
John and Nancy Melching
James and Cathy Platte
Chuck and Carolyn Rainger
Rev. Pamela Sayre
Debbie Seaman
Carol Steuk
Martin and Sandra Stites
Jan and Lois TerVeen
Michelle Young - In memory of Dad
Young

Interlude ($150-$249)
Mary A. Bauer
Marsha S. Bordner
Brian and Amy Bower
Judith Corso - In honor of Paul and
Alexa Dahnke
Jerold and Ruth Earl
Wayne and Sandy Foster

Clara Jane Gilbert
Allan and Susan Lesch - In honor of
Mrs. Chaffee
Dean and Jane Lucal
Al and Katy Mazzeo
Judy Mosher
Colleen Shay Murray
Dennis and Martha Murray
Keith and Louise Newton
Chris and Cheryl Petersen
Robert and Laura Raschke
David and Paula Rengel
Thomas O. and Kathleen Roberts
Robert and Martha Speers
Harry and Kathlyn Stenzel
Thomas and Dianne Tucker
Arthur and Carol Wolfe

Sonata (up to $149)
Janet Albert
Joyce Amborski
Gary and Susan Armstrong
Tim and Kathy Armstrong
Merle and Joanne Arndt
Lauretta Bain - In honor of Rebecca
Bain
Phil and Margaret Barbour - In
honor of Ron Brooker
Melinda Beatty - In honor of Kenzie
Beatty
Keb and Barb Bell
Don and Amy Bennett - In memory
of David Boor
Barbara Berg
Ann Bingham
Lynn Bragg
Ned and Sharon Bromm
Gerilynn Bryan
Jill Bryan
Jim and Sandy Cairelli
Linda Carino
Sue Cloak - In memory of Rita
Coffman
Molly Carver and Paul Coleman
Richard Celek
Gerald Ceranowski
Jean Chaffee
Tom and Karen Clemons
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Sonata, cont. (up to $149)
Sue Cloak
David R. Cooksey - In memory of
Roland and Jo Cooksey
Donald and Lonna Cope
Jeanne Cramer
Jim and Lisa Crescimano
John and Barbara Crooks
Patricia Custer - In memory of Jim
Wresche
Paul and Alea Dahnke
Susan Daniel
Stephen and Phyllis Davey
Paul and Shirley Decker - In memory
of Jeff Decker
Jim and Jane Delahunt
Bettylu DePasquale
Charlie and Lori Doyle
Eric and Ann Dudenhoefer
James and Diane Dudenhoefer
Bernadette Earhart
Paul and Michelle Elli
Lou and Laura Engler
Ralph Enstad
John and Lisa Felter
Mary Foland - In memory of
Geraldine Hughes
Stephanie Fratoe
Linda Fritz- Gasteier
Angela George
Jann Glann
Jessica Glovinsky
Wendy Gomcsak
Gery and Debbie Gross - In honor of
Guinevere Bihun
Ruth Guendelsberger
Ronald and Jean Hamilton
Edna Hansen
James and Mary Ellen Hart
Dee and Tom Hartley
Jim and Stacey Hartley
Bob and Mary Hartz
Patricia Hastings
Beverly Henderson
David and Sharon Herzer
Frank and Mary Jane Hill
Charles and Kathie Holbrook
John Hufnagle
Gladys Janssen
Tina Junk- Hettmansperger
Cynthia Kasper - In memory of Jerry
Kasper

James Kasten, MD

Richard Keiser
Sari Kelley
Connie Kendrick
Kay Kersey
Diane Koch
Melissa Kuns
Dan and Phyl Lachowyn
Tom and Jean Lander
Kenneth Landon
Johnnie Leonhardt
Ben and Bonnie Lindsley
Kathy Loparo
William and Sue Lucht
William and Lee Marsh
David and Joan Mayo
Sue McFee
Nancy McKeen
Sherrill McLoda
Duke and Diane McNutt - In honor
of Jude & JoAnn Thiebert
Patricia Mellen
Beverly Mendoza
Ann Miller
Bill and Judy Monaghan
Chris and Marsha Mruk
Norman Murray
William and Linda Muthig
Cheryl Myers
Skip and Rita Myers - In memory of
Erin Myers
Fred and Donna Nagel
Gail Parker - In honor of Nick &
Margaret Obrenovich
John and Marilyn Parker
Patty D. Pascoe
Anthony and Dolores Pomerson
George and Michele Poulos
Michael and Sarah Prout
Ned and Gail Riedy
Lynda Roshong
Martha E. Sawicki
Joseph and Andrea Scheingross
Dawn Schlessman - In memory of
Larry Schlessman
Kathleen Sedalia
Barbara Semans
Susan Shaffer and Jerry Young
Tina Showalter

Randy Simmons
Philip and Suzanne Singer
Jeffrey and Ramona Sizemore
Eugene and Suzanne Smercina
James and Judy Smith - In honor of
Nike Mendenhall
Kimberly Smith
Michael and Joann Spisak
James and Reta Stark
Jim and Lata Stefano
Gary and Shari Strausbaugh
Barbara Strayer
David and Patsy Subcasky
Thomas Surdyk
Robert and Donna Swackhamer
Tad and Martha Swan
Rachael Tatum - In memory of
Louise Birkhold and Wilda Gibbs
Jeanette Taylor
James and Barbara Thom
Ronald and Marilyn Toplitz
Christa Turnbull
Rick Voigt
Rosemary Watrous
Dennis and Nancy Whalen
Jean Wieber
David and Cathy Wobser
Steve and Katie Wobser
Nancy Wolter
Bruce and Jennifer Zemba
DeEtte Zimmerman
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How to sustain your Firelands Symphony Orchestra:

419.621.4800

Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and life to everything.  -Plato                  

ENGAGE ENRICH EDUCATE
Family concerts, live performances
at local senior living facilities, and

outreach programming.

Full orchestra, small ensemble,
and chorale concerts featuring

elite guest artists. 

Private music lessons, free in-
school music programs, and

virtual music education content. 

CLICK TO DONATE

https://www.theateamsellshomes.net/
tel:4196214800
tel:4196214800
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?donation=flso
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?donation=flso
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?donation=flso
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?donation=flso
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Nike Mendenhall.............................................................................................................President
Ryan Garman...........................................................................................................Vice President
Thomas Tucker...................................................................................................Acting Secretary
Brian Shifflet........................................................................................Musician’s Representative
Jacqueline Andzejewski....................................................................................................Director
Alexandria Balduff..............................................................................................................Director
Charlie Doyle.......................................................................................................................Director
Lisa Felter............................................................................................................................Director
Larry Fletcher......................................................................................................................Director
Marilyn Forster....................................................................................................................Director
Stacey Hartley.......................................................................................................................Director
Anita Jolley............................................................................................................................Director
Larry McCormack.................................................................................................................Director
Kathleen Meehan-De La Cruz..............................................................................................Director
Zachary Meyers....................................................................................................................Director
Alice Springer.......................................................................................................................Director
Lata Stefano........................................................................................................................Director
Tessa Steinemann.............................................................................................................Director
Ann Voight..........................................................................................................................Director

Carl Topilow......................................................................................Music Director & Conductor
Dean Buck....................................................................................................Assistant  Conductor
Michael Shirtz.......................................................................................................Chorale Director
Ron Brooker.......................................................................................................Executive Director
Mindi Bishop.................................................................................................Operations Manager
Jody Chaffee...................................................................................Education-Outreach Director,

Personnel Manager & Librarian
Jacob Campbell...........................................................................Education-Outreach Instructor
Tracy Enderle...............................................................................................................Bookkeeper
Brandon Wurgess............................................................................................Marketing Director
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